
Reception 
Curriculum



At Western, we aim to develop kind, ambitious, curious, 

confident and successful young people who are excited 

about their futures.

 

Our School Vision



Characteristics of Effective 

Learning 

Reflective



Our school is a safe place for 

pupils and staff where we are 

kind, respect each other, and 

are honest when we make 

mistakes. We understand that 

actions have consequences, 

including opportunities for 

learning, reflection and 

forgiveness. We are 

compassionate towards each 

other and take the time to 

explore and understand the 

reasons behind different 

behaviours.

Behaviour 

• Whole - school review

• Revised policy

• Individual procedures to address physical 

incidents

• Anti - bullying policy
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A 

Typical 

Day



Provision is the  environment , activities and 

equipment that is provided for your child to 

access on a day to day basis.

This may include:

• Role -  Play

• Sand

• Water

• Construction

• Paint/ Crafts/ model making

• Fine motor activities

• Outdoors

• Small world play

What is Provision?



Provision Time

Your child will access 

provision and have a 

balance of:

•  self - directed learning

• adult - supported 

learning

• adult - directed learning

This will evolve as the year 

progresses



Topics/ Learning

We have a range of topics we access throughout the year. We also follow children's 

interests and may have sub - topics running alongside our main theme. Each term 

you will receive a curriculum letter outlining learning for the term. On Tapestry each 

week, you will receive information about learning and we may sometimes ask for 

children to find out things or complete simple tasks.



Reading and Phonics 

in Reception

Our school has subscribed to Little Wandle  Letters and Sound revised as our 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme  to teach early reading and spelling. 

The government has recommended that all schools in England should follow an 

accredited Phonics Scheme.

M iss  Herfield

Reading Lead

M iss  Wray  

Phonics Lead



Phonics is about making connections  

between the sounds of our spoken 

words and the letters that are used to 

write them down.

Terminology

Phoneme -  The smallest unit of 

sound that can be identified in 

words. We sometimes simply 

call this a ‘sound’,

Grapheme -  A letter or 

group of letters used to 

represent a particular 

phoneme when writing.

Digraph -  A grapheme using two letters 

to represent one phoneme. With 

children, we frequently reinforce it 

with the mantra ‘two letters, one 

sound’. 

Blend -  To combine individual 

phonemes into a whole word, working 

all the way through from left to right. 

Once the GPCs involved have been 

learned, blending is the key process 

involved in reading words effectively. 

It is a skill that needs extensive 

practice.

Segment -  To identify each of the 

individual phonemes in a word, working 

all the way through from left to right. 

This is an important first stage of 

writing (spelling) a word but needs to 

be practised  orally first. Counting the 

phonemes is often helpful in 

reinforcing this process

Trigraph  - A grapheme using three 

letters to represent one phoneme. 

With children, we frequently 

reinforce it with the mantra ‘three 

letters, one sound’



Teaching Order



Phonics Lessons

Phonics is taught first thing each day and our sessions are 

structured to maximise opportunities for recapping previous 

learning, moving on to our next step and also consolidating 

knowledge and skills. Each day a new sound is taught as well 

as recapping the previous sounds learnt.



How we make learning stick



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/ https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/

One of the key things to supporting your child 

with phonics is ensuring you are pronouncing 

the phonemes correctly.

Taught in Autumn 1
https://video.link/w/b2W4d

Taught in Autumn 2
https://video.link/w/W2W4d

Taught in Spring 
https://video.link/w/K3W4d

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/

Blending

Part of each Phonics lesson will include some blending of 

simple words.

https://video.link/w/O4W4d

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/


How is Reading taught?

Learning to read with Little Wandle is different to how we have approached teaching 

reading before at Western.

This is what reading will look like for your child:

Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.



Assessment is used to match your 

child with the right level of book.



Reading a book at the right level.

This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent blending (in their head) – their reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 5% of the words by the time they access the book home – 

but they should be able to do this on their own.



Reading at Home
The most important thing you can do at home with your child is 

read.
Reading a book and chatting had a positive impact a year later on children’s ability to…

understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

• The amount of books children were exposed to by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading ability 

two years later.



Books Going Home

• Each week your child will  bring home a physical book that they have 

chosen.

• Please take great care of these books as they are extremely expensive to buy.



Listening to your child read 

their Phonics book

• Your child should be able to read their book without your help.

• If they can't read a word read it to them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate their success.



The shared library book is for YOU to read:

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by changing your 

voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

• Introduce new and exciting language

• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

• Make up sentences together

• Find different words to use

• Describe things you see.

Read to your child



Further Support for Parents 

and Carers for Little Wandle



End of Year Expectations~ Reading

Literacy — Comprehension:

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 

stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary;

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 

about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Literacy — Word Reading:

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words.



Writing



Ready to write
What are the building blocks necessary to develop writing readiness (pre-writing)?

• Hand and finger strength: An ability to exert force against resistance using the hands and fingers that allows the necessary 

muscle power for controlled movement of the pencil.

• Crossing the mid-line: The ability to cross the imaginary line running from a person’s nose to pelvis that divides the body into 

left and right sides.

• Pencil grasp: The efficiency of how the pencil is held, allowing age appropriate pencil movement generation.

• Hand eye coordination: The ability to process information received from the eyes to control, guide and direct the hands in the 

performance of a task such as handwriting.

• Bilateral integration: Using two hands together with one hand leading (e.g. holding and moving the pencil with the dominant 

hand while the other hand helps by holding the writing paper).

• Upper body strength: The strength and stability provided by the shoulder to allow controlled hand movement for good pencil 

control.

• Object manipulation: The ability to skilfully manipulate tools (including holding and moving pencils and scissors) and controlled 

use of everyday tools (such as a toothbrush, hairbrush, cutlery).

• Visual perception: The brain’s ability to interpret and make sense of visual images seen by the eyes, such as letters and numbers.

• Hand dominance: The consistent use of one (usually the same) hand for task performance, which allows refined skills to develop.

• Hand division: Using just the thumb, index and middle finger for manipulation, leaving the fourth and little finger tucked into the 

palm stabilizing the other fingers but not participating.



Writing

Children are encouraged to write and make marks on entry to school. We value all marks that 

children make and actively encourage all kinds of mark making. Children learn the value of 

writing by applying it to real life situations so within our provision, there are lots of 

opportunities to write, ideas include:

• Writing shopping lists, cards and invitations in the home corner,

• Writing a list of supplies for the builders in the construction area,

• Writing parking tickets and speeding fines outside with the bikes,

• Taking telephone messages in the office,

• Writing a report to record an incident that has happened.

 Children’s early mark making may start to look like a series of squiggles and marks.



Writing

We call this emergent writing. Gradually these emergent marks will progress and 

you may start to see some letter shapes. These often start with the letters in a 

child’s name.

Children should be encouraged to talk about their marks and their writing and tell 

you what it says. As children’s phonological awareness increases, they will start to 

use their letter knowledge to sound out simple words.



Writing

Children should be encouraged to talk about their marks and their writing and 

tell you what it says. As children’s phonological awareness increases, they will 

start to use their letter knowledge to sound out simple words



End of Reception Expectations~ 

Writing

Literacy — Writing:

Children at the expected level of development will:

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or 

letters;

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Handwriting
The correct letter formation we are using 

that is linked to the Little Wandle  

mnemonics.  This can be found on the 

parents section of the Little Wandle  

Website.

Support your child by saying the 

mnemonic as they form their letters.



Maths

At Western we use NCETM (maths mastery) and White Rose Maths 

to support our Maths teaching. Maths is taught daily and is as 

practical as we can make it!

In Maths children are expected to develop a deep understanding of 

numbers to 10, including the composition of each number.



Maths

Subitising

It is the abiltiy to subitise rather than count that enables every child to 

make amazing progress in Maths.

Subitising is the ability to instantaneously recognise the number of 

objects in a small group without the need to count them.

Please follow the link to the Karen Wilding video to explain more.
https://video.link/w/F5W4d



End of Year Expectations~ Maths 

Mathematics — Number:

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition 

of each number;

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other 

aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 

number bonds to 10, including double facts.



End of Year Expectations~ Maths 

Mathematics — Numerical Patterns:

Children at the expected level of development will:

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one 

quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity;

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and 

odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.



• If you have any skills or experiences you could share with our children

• If you have any books/ resource that link to our learning

• If you are able to volunteer on trips/ visits or in the classroom 

• Be supportive of staff -  we will also try our very best for your children and 

your support is greatly appreciated.

• Think of our provision when you are clearing things out 

How can you  help?



Trips and Visits

Trips and visits are a vital part of 

enhancing our curriculum offer. We 

aim to plan trips well in advance. We 

may require parent/carer helpers for 

these visits. All parents/ carers 

supporting our trips will need to 

listen to a member of staff outline 

the risk assessment for the trip prior 

to departure.

Letters will be sent out in advance with costings and 

details for the trip. We are obliged to ask for a voluntary 

contribution but would like to make parents aware that 

if there are not enough contributions received, we may 

need to cancel the trip.



Communications

If you need to contact a member of the 

teaching team please email 

eyfs@wes.rklt.co.uk

Please do not message us on Famly





• A waterproof coat labelled with their name  (ideally wellies 

and full waterproof on wet days).

• A clearly labelled water bottle (no juice)

• P.E.  kit to be worn on a  Tuesday and Friday -  strictly no 

jewellery  

• Red book bag -  no large back packs please 

Be prepared!

Please label all belongings !
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