
 
 
 
 
                   Core texts  

At Western we offer a broad and balanced English curriculum with reading at the heart of our teaching. We promote high standards of 
English by exposing our pupils to a range of high quality, engaging core texts which drive our broad and balanced curriculum.  We believe in 
fostering a love for reading and with a careful balance of much loved classic texts, new upcoming authors and whole class novels to inspire 

and motivate our pupils to become life-long readers. 
 

Reception 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Question: 
What do I know? 
Can you make a 

mark? 
What makes me, 

me? 
Who helps us? 

What can you see in 
Autumn? 

Key Question: 
How do we celebrate 

Bonfire Night? 
What might we see 

in space? 
How is Diwali 
celebrated? 

Can you explore light 
and dark? 

Key Question: 
What is it like to live in 

a world of snow and 
ice?  

Walking through the 
jungle, what can you 

see? 
How is Chinese New 

Year celebrated? 

Key Question: 
What can you find in your 

garden? 
What is a mini-beast? 
What is change; what 
change can we see? 

 

Key Question: 
What is a traditional 

tale?  
Can you tell me about 

your favourite 
character? 

Key Question: 
What can you see under 
the sea? What was it like 

to be a pirate? 
What does my new 
classroom look like?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Year 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Question: 
Who am I and where 

do I come from? 

Key Question: 
What makes London 

so special? 

Key Question: 
Could I survive an 

expedition? 

Key Question: 
What came before us? 

Key Question: 
How does your garden 

grow? 

Key Question: 
Where would you rather 

live? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Key Question: 
Who am I and where 

do I come from? 

Key Question: 
What makes London 

so special? 

Key Question: 
Could I survive an 

expedition? 

Key Question: 
What came before us? 

Key Question: 
How does your garden 

grow? 

Key Question: 
Where would you rather 

live? 



 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Key Question: 
Cycle 1:  

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: 

Key Question:  
Cycle 1: 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: 



 
 
 
 
 

Year 3/4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What is Yorkshire 
famous for? 

 
Cycle 2: 

How did Henry VIII 
change Britain? 

 

Where Stone Age 
people like us? 

 
Cycle 2: Pop up  

What techniques did 
I use to bring my 

story to life? 

What’s so important 
about rainforests? 

 
Cycle 2: 

How has art changed 
over time? 

 

What’s so important about 
rainforests? 

 
Cycle 2: 

Which British inventions have 
most changed the world? 

 

How do we stay 
healthy? 
Cycle 2: 

What are the 
similarities and 

differences between the 
Himalayas and the 

Alps? 
 

Why was Alfred the Great, 
great? 

 
Cycle 2: 

Why was Tutankhamun 
important? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 5/6 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: What was 

life like as a Victorian 
child? 

Cycle 2: How did 
ancient civilisations 

prepare for war? 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: Who were 

Croft, Askew, Lupton 
and Wallbank? 

Cycle 2:  How did 
ancient civilisations 

prepare for war? 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: Why is it 

important to explore 
the unknown? 

Cycle 2: How do fire 
and water shape our 

world? 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: Why is it important 

to explore the unknown? 
Cycle 2: How do fire and 
water shape our world? 

Key Question:  
Cycle 1: Why don’t all 
bridge look the same? 

Cycle 2: What is 
sculpture for? 

Key Question: 
Cycle 1: How have 

architects impacted the 
world? 

Cycle 2: How has the 
sculptor impacted the 

world? 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 


